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Date:  July 4th, 2020, Saturday 
Time: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM EDT 
Location: Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

On the Podium: 
Mrs. Kuku Das, President 
Dr. Anil Patnaik, Vice President 
Mr. Vivek Das, Secretary 
Mr. Utkal Nayak, Treasurer 
Mr. Gyana Patnaik, Parliamentarian 
Mr. Gopal Mohapatra, Sergeant at Arms 
 

Attendance: 
Quorum was established and 91 OSA members attended the meeting via Zoom. 
 

Meeting Agenda: 
On 2nd July 2020 BOG met and finalized the agenda of the General Body Meeting (GBM).  
 

1. Call to order by Sergeant-At-Arms 
2. President’s Introduction 
3. Parliamentarian Announcement 
4. President's Annual Report 
5. Vice President’s Report 
6. Secretary’s Report 
7. Treasurer’s Report  
8. GBM Discussion 

 

Meeting Details 

1. Call to order by Sergeant-At-Arms 
Sergeant at Arms Mr. Gopal Mohapatra called the GBM to order at 1PM Eastern and 
briefed them about the proceedings. He welcomed the Executives and requested the 
President to begin the proceedings. 

2. President’s Introduction 
President Mrs. Kuku Das welcome all the members of OSA to GBM meeting and 
introduced Sergeant at Arms Mr. Gopal Mohapatra and the Parliamentarian of the GBM 
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Meeting 2020 Mr. Gyana Patnaik. A ten seconds silence prayer was offered for Late Amiya 
Mohanty, Ex-President of OSA. 

3. Parliamentarian Announcement 
  

Parliamentarian Mr. Gyana Patnaik announced the house rules for the GBM and requested 
members to follow the orders of proceedings as suggested by the Sergeant at Arms. 

 

4. President's Annual Report: 
President Mrs. Kuku Das provided a summary of OSA’s various activities over the past 
year.  

1. Connect 
a. Senior Care 
b. #OSAMyFamily 

2. Outreach 
a. OSA Health & Wellness Group  

i. Multiple Online Seminars to bring awareness about Covid 19 
pandemic 

ii. Global Odias event to unite Odias of North America and beyond 
b. OSA Mahotsav 2019 in Odisha 
c. Odisha Public Library Initiative 
d. Cyclone Fani Relief Fund Disbursement 
e. Utkal Dibas 
f. Helping Odia Community with Vande Bharat Mission 
g. Bhagabat Tungi 
h. Online Antakshari 

3. Youth Engagement 
a. Let’s Learn Odia 
b. Youth Committee 
c. Social Engagement 

4. OSA 2.0 
a. Bartayan - OSA Bulletin Board 
b. Increase Social Media and Website Engagement 
c. Utkarsa Online 
d. Website Modernization 
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5. Vice President's Report: 
 

Vice President Dr. Anil Patnaik dwelt at length on the OSA Mahotsav event conducted in 
Bhubaneshwar, Odisha in Dec 2019. He spoke about the planning of the Virtual 
Convention and the help obtained from the various chapters. Anil Patnaik briefed the 
audience of the postponement of this year’s convention at Nashville, Tennessee due to 
Covid19. Anil Patnaik mentioned the possibility of a get together/ mini convention in 
Houston later in the year.  A lot of work and planning had gone into this year's convention 
which was postponed due to Covid. The venue for the Convention for 2021 is under 
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discussion and Nashville is a front runner. He provided the context about the theme of the 
convention - Stay United, Stand Strong. 
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6. Secretary’s Report: 
 

Secretary Vivek Das reported on the various initiatives taken by OSA such as Pioneer 
Meet, OSA Youth activities, OSA Health and Wellness, OSA Care, OSA Outreach, 
Antakshari, Community service events.  He mentioned the goals of such a program is to 
make it relevant and appealing to all groups and sections of our community in North 
America. He briefed about new youth outreach initiatives. The goals of such programs are 
to make it relevant to everyone in the community and increase membership thereby. OSA 
has 18 active chapters across America and Canada. Some new chapters are being formed. 
The secretary presented the changes in leadership of the state chapters since the last GBM 
in 2019. Vivek Das also presented the total membership of OSA NA including the breakup 
of members in each of the various categories. The changes in leadership at the chapter level 
was communicated to the audience.  
 

 
Membership Summary: 

 

Membership Category End of Jun 2019 End of Jun 2020 Increase 
Life Members 1147 1250 103 

Benefactors 42 42 0 

Patrons 52 52 0 

5 Yr. + Annual Members  269 239 30 

Total 1510 1583  133 
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7. Treasurer’s Report: 

 
Treasurer Mr. Utkal Nayak presented the Budget for OSA as well as the financial report of 
the Last Convention. 
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8. GBM Discussion: 

1. Proposals brought by Executive Committee: 
a. Convention 2019 Accounting Report:  This was represented by the Treasurer. It 

was brought to motion by Dr. Durga Mishra and was seconded by Dr. Bigyani Das. 
This was approved by the quorum. 

b. OSA Health and Wellness Group:  Executive team’s request for approval of the 
group with its structure under OSA Umbrella was brought to motion by Dr. Durga 
Mishra. Mrs. Sarita Jagatjita and Mr. Dhirendra Kar seconded the proposal. The 
structure and MOU explaining the group’s power and limits to its power was 
discussed. The quorum agreed that approval from members will be solicited over 
E-voting. Any follow up questions would be answered by the Executive 
Committee.  

c. Social Media Policy: Extend OSANet policy to Facebook and other newer social 
media where OSA’s account is functional. Since this requires a constitution change, 
a 30-day notice period is needed. This will also be sent for approval of members 
via electronic media later. 

d. The Election Committee selected by the Executive Committee, was brought to 
motion by Dr. Durga Madhab Mishra and was seconded by Dr. Bigyani Das. This 
was approved by the quorum. 

2. Member Proposals / Suggestions submitted for GBM: 
a. Mr. Amiya Nayak and Mr. Dhirendra Kar had submitted a proposal via Email - 

Biennial Physical Convention and Virtual Convention in the alternate year: The 
proposal was keeping in mind to limit the expenses. BOG met before and agreed to 
the point that we are losing many seniors of the committee. The convention budget 
can be limited.  Regarding Virtual Convention, BOG suggested that this is not yet 
tried, hence not sure about the quality and level of engagement yet. It can be an 
option when physical convention is not possible. Members suggested a survey to 
be created and sent to all members.  

b. Mr. Amiya Nayak had submitted a proposal via Email - Virtual Chapter at Odisha 
- BOG unanimously had discussed previously and agreed to not proceed due to 
concerns about transparency of control and ability to effectively function from 
remote. 

c. Mr. Amiya Nayak had submitted a proposal via Email to extend EC’s tenure to 3 
years - BOG disagreed to three years term but proposed if EC can run for a second 
term. A survey is suggested asking for members’ opinion on this. 
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d. “Bartayan” - Additional Electronic Bulletin board to broadcast important messages 
from EC to OSA members was discussed and agreed upon. 

e. Mr. Dhirendra Kar had submitted a proposal via Email - Current or Ex-OSA EC do 
not qualify for OSA Awards - BOG had discussed before and disagreed to the 
proposal with generally agreeing the fact that the volunteers who stepped forward 
to assume the role of executives should not be penalized or marginalized from 
getting recognition for their service to the community. This item was decided to be 
sent for E-voting later. 

f. Dr. Sitakantha Dash submitted a proposal via Email - Formally conducting annual 
winter convention in Odisha in December- BOG recommended instead of 
mandating it should be called as a suggested event to make it more sustainable in 
future.  This item was decided to be sent for E-voting later. 

g. Mr. Utkal Nayak submitted a proposal via email - OSA should have a designated 
executive member for IT with growing needs for managing IT, Social Media. BOG 
and majority members agreed to have a selected committee that is within the 
capacity of the Executive Committee. 

h. Mr. Arjun Purohit submitted a proposal via Email - Increase representation from 
different cultures and geography from Odisha instead of over representation from 
specific areas in OSA Events. BOG and members generally discussed that OSA 
events are currently inclusive of cultural representation of all regions of Odisha and 
event coordinators would continue to encourage participation from diverse 
backgrounds. 

i. Mr. Lalatendu Mohanty brought in a proposal that was originally proposed during 
last convention - change the words in constitution - Article II - Purpose. Item # 1 to 
remove the word “Odia immigrant” from the following paragraph and change it to 
“Odia diasporas of North America” 

Form and nurture a non-political, not-for-profit, and mutually supportive 
environment for interaction of Odia immigrants and their families residing in the 
United States and Canada, as well as other individuals residing in the United States 
and Canada interested in Odisha and Odia culture; 

This proposal was agreed to be sent to members for E-voting. 

3. Suggestions brought during GBM for General Discussion: 
a. Mr. Manoj Padhi proposed - OSA Awards to extend to non-members to expand 
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OSA’s reach to larger Odia Diaspora in North America  
b. Mr. Manoj Padhi proposed - Artists from Odisha should not be favored by sponsors, 

the process should be more transparent and newer artists should be preferred ahead 
of repeat artists 

c. Mr. Manoj Padhi proposed - BOG can approve additional budget for cultural 
activities only 

d. Mr. Anjan Kumar Panda - Initiative from OSA to make aware of the organization 
of new Odia in North America. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


